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       Other Foundations in the footsteps of Micaela[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cf. María Vázquez, History of the Institute of Slave Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament and of Charity, Volume II, Madrid.-] 

         1866 – 1848 …

The unexpected death of St. Maria Micaela has been a strong challenge for the sisters in their desire to carry forward, with fidelity, the Work that our Foundress sets in motion.
Micaela is succeeded as 2nd Superior General by Mother María de Jesús (1866 – 1873). Our Institute has seven Houses, a good number of Religious, Resident-girls and the approval of the definitive Constitutions[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  On November 24, 1866, they were definitively approved.-] 

In Spain, other foundations proposed to the Institute, but they were not accepted (...) The times were not to open new houses, since they did enough to support the existing ones. Towards the end of October 1867, it seems that there was an attempt to found in Valladolid. Already, Mother Sacramento, in 1864, had laid the foundations of this foundation, but as a result of her death it was paralyzed until the government of Mother Diosdada Andía (6th General Sup. from Micaela) who took to its effect, the House of Holy Mary of the Forsaken.
In 1869, government of Mother Mary of Jesus. There was also a request for Malaga. She sends four sisters to see what was true, although the income was easy to maintain. The sisters confirm that the Statutes of the house could not be changed because it was a Galera, a House of Criminal Correction.
“On October 11, 1871, Mother María de Jesús writes to the Bishop of Murcia, telling him about the offer that a pious lady named Fuensanta made her for a foundation, of a House called “Las Arrepentidas”, which existed in that city until 1840, whose income was held by a Board of Chaplains. The Bishop replied saying that the circumstances of the times were not the most appropriate to undertake it[footnoteRef:3]”. Indeed, there was an anticlerical and therefore adverse climate. The Superior General was satisfied and in agreement with the Prelate, and the matter was not discussed further. [3:  Cf. AGRA, C.G.II, 2/2.8. Bishop Landeira, however, feels that this is so, judging by what he says in his letter: “You can already understand if I would strongly desire the establishment of a College for the Homeless in Murcia. I have some hope that God will finally serve me to give me this pleasure, seeing that you also want it and that good Fuensanta (...) has started this work with the greatest zeal and self-sacrifice (...) Rest assured that I will leave it hand in hand, as soon as circumstances allow it” (Letter addressed to the Superior General of the Adorers, from Lorca, October 14, 1871).-
] 


Lastly, Mother María de Jesús, in a letter addressed to Doña Modesta Urbina de Ibarrondo, regrets that, at that time, the situation was not favorable for carrying out, in Vitoria, the foundation of the House, on which work was already being carried out in time of the M. Sacramento. Thus, it is also paralyzed, the same as the previous ones.
In Mexico. From New Spain, in June 1866, Mother María de Jesús, Gral. de las Adoratrices, received a proposal for a foundation, which she immediately accepted, but which, like those of Andalucia, Valladolid, Murcia and Vitoria, did not reach to give.
Four letters that, for this reason, are exchanged Father Andrés Artola, S.J. and Mother Mary of Jesus, where the failed process can be seen[footnoteRef:4]: [4:  Cf. AGRA, C.G. 2/2.9, Leg.3.-] 


Mexico, day of the S. Heart of Jesus, 1866
My Mrs Da. Dolores or Revma. Mother:
                                I have learned from a letter from Fr. Victorio de Medrano that you were in Barcelona when I wrote you my previous letter, and from his response I gather that a very heavy load has been placed on your shoulders. Be for the glory of God.
As I had some conscientious relationship with Da Micaela at Loyola, and later in Rome, not a small part in the business of approving the Rules of the new Congregation, I very much hope that you fulfill with dignity the trust that your sisters have given you.
In this city, a similar Institute is needed, because the Revolution has destroyed an Institute that used to be a Collection Institute, and this void has not been filled. There are trustworthy people who offer, of course, seven thousand pesos for a foundation (...) and there would be no shortage of other people who would help with their alms for such a useful work. Could some Sisters be counted on to begin this foundation?
 If you agreed to it, an immense good could be done here, both with devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and by collecting Samaritans, who are not lacking around here. I spoke to Bishop, and, for his part, he approved the foundation (…). Andres Artola

Mother María de Jesús sees the open sky before such a beautiful proposal and writes to the Jesuit, from the Capital of the Mountain[footnoteRef:5]: [5:  Cf. Ibid.-] 







Santander, September 2, 1866.-
R.P. Andres Artola

My dear Father, with all my respect and consideration: I have received the appreciable letter from you, to which I have not answered before, due to my many occupations and delicate health.
Much to my regret I have accepted the position that the Lord has placed upon me, and, although for my part I see myself as inept to carry it out, I put all my trust in the Lord and He is the one who does everything. No one knows better than Him what I am and how little I'm worth. So, I hope you will ask a lot for me, helping me with your prayers so that I don't spoil His will, doing any of mine.
As for what you tell me about putting a Residence in that, I feel very encouraged about it. I don't have any recourse; but, since you say that there are people who offer some amount for the foundation, and that there would be others who would also help, you can, of course, arrange it and notify me of everything.
The House must be your own, because we cannot get into rentals. Someone may give it. It must be spacious and hygienic, which is essential for the kind of people we admit.
The four young women that you say are willing to enter our Community, of course, when you propose them, I am convinced that they will be people of irreproachable conduct and great dedication, and that they will have resources for their dowry. Thus, you can tell them to come whenever they want (...).

Maria de Jesus,
Slave of the Blessed Sacrament and of Charity

This foundation in Mexico, proposed by Father Artola and accepted by the Superior General with such enthusiasm, was not carried out due to the political situation in that country. After six years, Father Andrés S.J., expresses the same wish again, three months before the death of M. María de Jesús. But, this project in American lands does not come to fruition.

Mexico, January 3, 1873.-
Rev. Mother:
           I wish you a happy year 1873, with an increase of grace and much prosperity in the Congregation.
I am including a small letter from a young Mexican woman who wishes to associate herself with the good work of the Adorers (…) She is the daughter of a good Spaniard who recently passed away and left a regular fortune. Like this young woman, there are several who wish to enter the Adorers, so that they come here, and they frequently ask me when they come.
In the case of the foundation itself, we must bear in mind the legislation of this country, which does not recognize any Community. If it is the foundation without a license, we expose ourselves to some outrage; if we turn to the government, it will ask to intervene in the houses (...) Although there are some difficulties at present, I hope they will gradually be overcome.
Let us ask the Lord to give us a happy year; and that, if it suits his glory, the projected foundation be made (...). Andres Artola

Mother María del Espíritu Santo (1873 – 1888), follows the previous Superior General. In this period, the Vicar and the General Councilors are appointed for the first time, the House on Calle Duque de Osuna is acquired, seat of the General Government until 1960; the Ceremonial of the Institute for the Religious Profession is approved, a Regulation for the Residence is drawn up; pedagogical and pastoral methods are perfected; The formation of the sisters is taken great care of and five Houses are founded: in Ávila, Salamanca, Pamplona, ​​Logroño and Bilbao.
Some brushstrokes of the Foundation of the House of Ávila, the Chronicle tells that on February 16, 1872, Mother María del Espíritu Santo, along with Vice Superior General, Mother Consolation of Jesus, who would be appointed Superior of the new House and H. Trinidad, left Madrid; Then the Sisters Esperanza and María del Olvido and three Resident- girls would arrive.
The Bishop, Fr. Fernando, a great friend of Micaela, hosts them in the Palace and gives them his support until he was transferred to Valladolid in 1875.
After a few days, the Sisters rent an old house, property of the Marquis of Quintanar and, on February 22, they settle in it.
[image: ]“There are no words to praise what the first Adorers suffered in this building without habitable conditions. The empty tile rooms, with no more protection than some canvases that cover only part of the ceiling, allow them to contemplate the stars or receive the rains and snows... In a town, located 1,200 meters above sea level, in which one lives, during the winter, with temperatures almost always below zero, the resistance of the Sisters, in this situation, is heroic” (…)
“They do not find in that house any comfort or relief. Of its past greatness, only the memory and shields of its former Mayorazgo remain. They lack the most essential. They don't even live safe. In order to rest at night, a servant of the then Provisor of Ávila, closes the door of the house from the outside and takes the keys until the next day. It is so dilapidated that it is impossible to close it from the inside” (…)
“Despite so many insecurities and inconveniences, at the moment they have only made small improvements, the strictly essential in a Religious House. And until a nave could be fitted out for the Chapel, a small temporary oratory was arranged, in which, every day, Holy Mass was celebrated, Don Joaquín or Don Luis Muniz Blanco, both nephews of the Bishop, Fr. Fernando Blanco, who helped as much as he could to support the House and did, at his expense, the work of the Chapel”.
These new foundations have been possible, because there were a good number of Sisters[footnoteRef:6]. What cannot be specified is how many, and which sisters belong to each of the eleven Houses, because the Personnel Statements that were prepared each year were not found in our Archives and it is not feasible to recover them, due to the successive foundations that they demanded a continual exchange of Sisters. We do know the total number of Religious in existence in 1888, thanks to the “Personnel Index Book”[footnoteRef:7], which is kept in the Archives of the House of Rome. They are exactly two hundred and fifty-one. [6:  At the death of Mother Sacramento there were 102 Sisters, of which 90 were professed and 12 Novices and Postulants (LPA, folios 1-301).-]  [7:  Deducting, in this Book, the Sisters who have died or have left the Institute, from 1856 to 1888, the date of death of M. María del Espíritu Santo, the total number in this year amounts to 251.-] 

As far as Resident-girls are concerned, we cannot count on precise data as a whole either. In many communities, the “Residence Personnel Book” was not created from the beginning. In others, they are not preserved, either because they disappeared or because, as happened in Ávila, the Girls who were registered in Madrid, depended on these Houses during the first years. The total number of Girls residing[footnoteRef:8] in these six houses, in 1888, is 297. There is no record of the other five communities that, given their greater capacity, would surely exceed this number by far. [8:  Ávila, Salamanca, Pamplona, Logroño and Bilbao.-
] 

Our 3rd Superior General, Mother Consolación Vilahur, at the end of her decade 1888 – 1898, summons the sixth General Chapter, to elect the Superior to govern the Congregation, starting in 1898. She is re-elected for another ten more years, we highlight this phrase of the chronicle: "... almost by unanimous vote, they implore His Holiness, deign to approve said election".
In 1898, she is confirmed in the same position and she was about to be re-elected again, in the Chapter that she celebrates in May 1908. Her delicate health prevented the Pope from confirming her continuity. During her government, important and joyful events will take place in the Institute:
In October 1899, the Sacred Congregation of Rites granted the grace of putting a double door in the Tabernacles, one of them made of glass, so that, through it, they could contemplate, in their Adorations, the Ciborium that encloses Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
Mother María Consolación de Jesús, seconding the Foundress's desire to establish her specific apostolate everywhere, continues to promote foundations very effectively. She opens Residences in Santander and Barcelona, ​​for poor girls. She founded nine houses, not only for the Peninsula: Oviedo, Gerona, Granada, Córdoba, Alcalá de Henares, Orense, Málaga, but also in Rome and Monte Porzio, Italy. 
It is striking that, in 1899, when it was not allowed to establish new communities in Rome, Pope Leo XIII, considering the apostolic purposes of the Institute of Adorers, gave permission to the Superior General to found it in this City. She even manages to be authorized to place a second glass door in the Tabernacles of the Houses of the Institute.
During her tenure, she has carried out the exhumation of the remains of our Foundress. When in 1902, Mother Sacramento is declared Venerable and the Institutional Court of the Apostolic Process on the virtues of our Holy Foundress, orders a new examination of her remains, after which, they are deposited in a side chapel of the Church of Adorers of Valencia in the Mausoleum that Vallmitjana had sculpted for her.
In December 1905, Pope Pius X published the Decree "Sacra Tridentina Synodus", on frequent communion, which for the Sisters, other Congregations and for all Christians is a great joy.
Only four months after her appointment as 5th Superior General, Mother Guadalupe Gil de Jesús (1908 – 1922), founded in San Sebastián. Previously, in 1888 and 1898, this attempt had failed, due to disagreement with the "Ladies Board for the Protection of Young Girls", who had requested it and did not agree on something so important, in the Congregation, as with regard to the age that the young women should have when entering the College. At the death of her mandate, there are thirty-nine houses, nineteen founded by her, during the fourteen years of her rule.
In addition to expanding the Institute, she gives a great impetus to the spiritual life of the Adorers and the formation of the Resident-girls. Even in a complex context due to the excesses of anarchists, revolutionaries, religious persecution, assassination of prominent politicians, she is not intimidated. She boldly faces all the difficulties inside and outside the houses. She communicates encouragement and fidelity to her religious commitment to the sisters.
The beginning of 1909 brought a beautiful celebration for the Institute and it was the celebration of a triduum in all the Houses to commemorate the Centenary of the Birth of Our Holy Foundress.
Around 1910, the Work continues to spread: it is founded in Almería, Algorta, Gijón, Buenos Aires, so that we are present in Latin America.
The Congregation is already in four countries: Spain, Italy, Argentina and Chile. It has thirty-nine houses. The General government considers that it could be divided into Provinces, and, on March 1, 1920, the demarcation is made, which is not very convincing. The Provinces of Andalucia, Aragon-Catalonia and Castile are created in the Peninsula; and the Provincial Delegations of Italy, Argentina and Chile.
In the month of April of that same year, Mother Guadalupe de Jesús asked the houses for specific data that she specified since their foundation, “in order to write the History of the Institute since the death of the venerable Founding Mother, whose Work will start shortly”.
She was succeeded by Mother Diosdada Andía, 6th Superior General (1923 - 1948), during the twenty-five years of her government, both in her circulars and in her visits to the Houses, a great concern is perceived: that the Sisters live, radically and with great illusion, the commitment they assumed when they made their Vows.
Not a year has elapsed since her government, which materialized the division into Provinces, carried out in 1920 by M. Guadalupe de Jesús.
She began, in 1925, the publication of the "Annals" of the Institute, taking advantage of the printing press that the General House already had. For thirty years (from 1925 - 1955), the great Adorer family has been very aware of what is happening in each of the places we have reached for the good of apostolic action. Other similar publications will appear later[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  From 1954 to 1963, the magazine "Eucaristía-Almas" was published.- 
 In 1970, the "Enlace" begins to be published. Later, “Provincial Bulletins” have emerged.-] 

From her contemplative temper, she opens forty-two Houses, on various continents; among them Novitiate Houses in Venezuela, Chile and Argentina. In her Personnel Books, preserved in the Archives of the House of Rome, it is recorded that, from 1939 to 1948, four hundred and seventy-seven vocations entered, once the national conflict was over.
She promotes the cause of Beatification and Canonization of our Foundress. Together with the Consultors and a large number of Adorers, she attended the solemn ceremonies in Rome on June 7, 1925 and March 4, 1934.
But not everything was satisfaction, immersed in the history of her time, she suffered the Civil War in Spain from 1931 to 1939 and that of Europe from 1940 to 1945. Political instability and religious persecution caused the Adorers and many other religious Congregations, they suffered heroically. Our twenty-three Martyr Sisters died on November 10, 1936. Three other sisters who did not belong to this group that lived in the Casa de Costanilla de los Ángeles also died.
“Having the Institute in such large proportions, to favor the government and the administration, a division was made into Provinces, at the beginning of the year 1945[footnoteRef:10], in accordance with what was established in the Rescript of the Holy See on March 13, 1944: Spain – 4 Provinces: Pcia. de la Sma. Trinidad, Province of the Smo. Sacramento, Province of Sdo. Heart of Jesus, Province of the Immaculate Heart of Mary; Argentina: Province of San José; Chile and Bolivia: Province of Arcángel San Miguel; Venezuela and Colombia: Province of Arcángel San Rafael. [10:  Cf. “Concessions and privileges”, 3rd Chap. General, April, 1947.-] 

Excluded from the division of Provinces are the General House of Madrid, those of Rome and Japan and also that of Guadalajara when it is a Novitiate.
We can say that each General Government exceeds the previous one with the foundations and before the hundred years of life, in 1948, at the death of Mother Diosdada Andía, the Institute will already have eighty-one Houses, distributed in Spain, Italy, Portugal, Africa, Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Venezuela, Colombia, Japan, India and many other foundations to this day.
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