165 Anniversary “ Looking at the origins to revitalize the future”

ANNEX 2
FOUNDATION IN JAPAN[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cf. Vázquez, María: “History of the Institute of Slave Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament and of Charity”, Volume IV (1923 – 1948), Madrid.-
] 

1928 

The arrival of the Adorers in Japan is a novelty that supposes for our Congregation, going to a pagan country, so far away, with a very difficult language and different customs.
[image: ]Sister Teresa de Jesús Suárez, Dominican Missionary, the sister of our sister Adorer, Julia Suárez, and resident in Matsuyama (Shikoku Island, in Japan), wrote in 1928 a Letter to María Diosdada Andia del Corazón de Jesús, asking that the Adorers start a Foundation in Japan for the sake of the lives of so many young people.

Dearest Mother in the Lord,
                       Three days ago, the two “Lives” (Biography) of our beloved Blessed Mother Sacramento arrived. Many thanks!
What an admirable Foundress you have! I love her. Imagine what I was there if she entered or not, Adorer (...) How happy I would be if you came to these lands! (...) They would do a lot of good (...) Many young people are lost, many, who have never heard of God our Lord.
I would like to tell you, Mother, with pleasure about the difficulties and also the advantages that you will find here.
The Father Prefect of the Dominicans is the Superior of this Spanish Mission. There are six residences and a Priest in each residence. (...) If they come, be sure that they have Spanish Dominican Chaplain, there are only three of us Religious (...) I would advise them to come here for the time being and spend a year, or better two, without doing anything other than study Japanese, which is very difficult and has many variants (...) We will teach them everything we can and then, they will be able to advance a lot. In addition, we have a Japanese nun who knows Spanish (...)
Without knowing the language, nothing can be done (...) Here, then, is a teacher and two part-time teachers who await them with open arms (...) with a will to serve them, greater than the Empire of Japan.
Do not come less than two, nor more than three, to begin with, because we only have three empty cells.
This country is gentle, and civilized (…). They respect us a lot. Truly, they only lack Religion; With this they would be a model town.
Don't worry about food (...) We eat European style.
After a year or two, they will know the land, the people, customs, etc., and will be able to find a place for the House, because the best thing is to build it.
….
What I think will excite Japan is the Sisters’ mission of V.R. (...), because morality is lost (...) And it is through women that this town has to be saved.
A very big advantage that you will notice is the treatment with the girls. They are treated much better than the war victims in Spain, they are given the Japanese education (...) These gentiles, if they knew God our Lord, would be better than us.
If they come, I suppose they will do nothing more than pick up and instruct abandoned girls. It is the best mission in Japan today. It's a pity that they are lost...
The climate is similar to that of Spain, although more extreme, so we feel, more than there, the cold and the heat...
The Prefect, José M. Alvarez, and everyone from Shikoku[footnoteRef:2] Island were very happy to learn that the Adorers would come. [2:  Shikoku is the smallest island of Japan. To the northwest of it, and separated from it by a strait, is the island of Nippon, and to the east the island of Kiu - Shiu.-] 

My sister Julia and all the Adorers, entrust me to God and do not forget Japan and China before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

Send by your very sister in N.S. (in Our Lord)
Sister Teresa of Jesus Suarez


Our Sisters arrive in Japan on February 24, 1928. They left the General House, after carrying out the annual Spiritual Exercises, which were held for this purpose, by Sisters María Azucena Durañona, Anatolia Ciancas and Córdula Ruiz.
Sister Teresa of Jesus writes again to the Superior General, in which she expresses her joy at the coming of her three Sisters from Madrid and assures her:

'We are waiting for them with open arms (...) You can rest easy, Mother: with God's help, we must do everything on our part to make them welcome, not only here but in the nearby ports..."[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Cf. Letter from Sister Teresa de Jesús Suárez, Matsuyama, March 4, 1928.-
] 


Familiarized, and in July, Brother Córdula Ruiz writes to the Superior General, some fragments:

“I am made a Japanese, I like everything a lot and I enjoy these customs. I have learned to eat with chopsticks and I have had the pleasure of trying the rice balls (...) They are served with a kind of syrup and they are even pleasing to the eye (...) Do not believe, beloved Mother, that we eat like the Japanese. It has only been a day to give us gifts (...) Everything is served in small cups that look like toys.
The bathing rooms are also very curious. The person gets into a barrel, while, below, a stove, heats the water, and they are emerged in the water up to their head level, heating themselves for a long time...
Despite all these (...) I feel so happy, so happy, so well, that it seems to me that I have been there all my life (...) The only thing that makes me suffer is seeing the great need to work, and we are so few …
The Lord has to attend to our prayers (...) Not a day goes by that He does not present us with a case that reveals the need for our Work here (...) I am sure that, if V.R. saw this, on the first steamer (ship), she would send more Sisters...

After a month, they wrote another letter, where they mentioned about their trip to Tokyo and their return to Matsuyama:

“We have already told you everything interesting that happens here. They cannot complain about the Missionary Sisters, nor can they, who were so grateful for their extensive and affectionate letter. May the Lord repay him by increasing his charity and fervor (...) and choosing many (...) to experience our joy...
Until another little while; remaining always united in the Tabernacle, they are closely embraced by the happiest of their Sisters”.
The Missionaries of Japan

On September 27 of the same year, our sisters received the news of their transfer to Tokyo, Capital of the Empire. They feel joy and longing at the same time for the fraternity they created with the Dominican sisters. But they know that it is the best decision for the good of the MISSION.
The same takes place on October 10, just five months after arriving in Japan. Accompanied by Fr. Fáber, the Sisters go to see a little house that Mrs. Moribe offered them in Teramachi (Tokyo) (...) As she only required an advance monthly payment, they stayed with her that same day (...)The Bishop of Carolinas wanted to bless them, for which they set the date for October 21. This simple ceremony was attended by Fr. Fáber, Brother Cerdá, Mother Commanders of the Mercedarian Missionaries and three other Mothers. After the blessing, they shared a frugal snack, unforgettable for the joy, simplicity and affection that reigned in it ".
The next day, October 22, the first three Founding members moved into this House.
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