                        165 Anniversary “ Look at the Origins to revitalize the future”.
Annex 2				
FOUNDATION IN INDIA
1948
	Our Pioneer Sisters


[image: C:\Users\Aa\Downloads\Mother Antonia Mene (3).jpg]As our Congregation celebrates the 165th year of its foundation, we the Indian provinces have a twin reason to thank the Lord for His continuous graces and blessings. Because on November 14, 1947 our pioneers of the Indian foundation of Sisters Adorers Mother Antonia Mene, Sr Jovita Fernandez Gabanes, Sr Maria Luz Martinez Caballero and Sr Adelaida Romero Amillano, from Spain landed in India, we humbly thank the gift of each one of them who toiled to place a tabernacle for the Lord among our Hindu brethren. 
As we enter in to the 75th year of our presence in India, the Indian provinces gratefully acknowledge the Lord’s Mighty Hands that led our Pioneer Sisters who journeyed through thick and thin of life with determined spirit and   courage.  May their noble souls rest in peace. 
The tiny seed which they planted in Puri, Orissa has today grown in to a huge tree that spread out in India and its neighbouring countries. Owing to distance and easy administrative purpose the Province of India bifurcated in to two Provinces in the year 2000 as Province of Kolkata and Mumbai. 
[image: C:\Users\Aa\Desktop\IMG-20211116-WA0003.jpg]Today they have 14 and 12 houses respectively with their presence in one foreign country each - Nepal and Philippines.																																	       			                                 Puri – The first house
 in  India

A letter of Mother General Diosdada is preserved in the archive expressing her joy for the preparation of the foundation in India in 1948.

Madrid, 13th November 1947
My beloved daughters,
                                         I wanted very much to write a few lines to thank you for all the gifts, presents, greetings, and prayers that you have dedicated to me on my feast day (...) For my part, I have recommended especially to the blessings of the Lord to strengthen you all, that the spirit of faith which makes us see Him in His representative always supernatural in our actions, we may serve Him in spirit and truth, avoiding falling into mere fruitless human aims. God bless them in everything.
Here we spent the day admirably (...) I won't bother to tell you about the feast (...) because everything will be specified in the Annals  I had the consolation of having several Provincials and the Mothers of the nearby houses, as though it looked like almost the General Curia. 
One of the great consolations received on this day was that the Lord blessed us with the indicated date of the departure of the Missionaries who were going to begin the foundation in India.
It is a great satisfaction to be able to affirm the wishes of the Holy Father by sending missionaries to India, where, following in everything our vocation as Adorers, from which they will never be separated, and fully confident that only through prayer and sacrifice is the salvation of souls achieved, (...) they will be able to do immense good to those non-believers who are hungry for truth and so ready to receive the Gift of Faith.
The very place where the Institute will be established its first house in Puri, called the Mecca of India because it has an idol to which those poor non-believers pay great veneration, and in honor of which they make their pilgrimages from distant places. 
The Vincentian Fathers, who have been God's instrument for this foundation, are thinking of publishing in the magazine “Queen of the Missions" about the news of the foundation.  I would like all the houses to subscribe to this magazine, because, naturally, you will be interested in knowing the works of our Sisters in India and Japan which they report in it. 
The fortunate Missionaries of our new House are Mother Antonia Mené, Srs. Maria Luz Martinez and Jovita Fernandez and the Daughter of the house Adelaide who received the medal of Christ recently.  
It was not possible to find passage on the plane so that four of them could travel together, so the first ones to leave were M. Antonia and Jovita. The Bishop of Cuttack receives them with enthusiasm and expects much from a community dedicated to the Adoration of Jesus in the Eucharist. I have arranged the lodging with some Sisters until they see how it is convenient for them to settle down.
Our Holy Mother, who said she would gladly give her life so that there would be one more Tabernacle (...), we hope that she will continue to bless these new foundations with an increase in religious vocations, as it has happened in Japan, where there are already several Japanese Adorers who have given proof of a very good vocation. 
Without much delay in the same agency of flight, at the beginning of December, the two missionaries will leave for India, Sisters María Jesús Recio, and Carmen de la Puente. Margarita Feijedo, Josefina Conde and Maria del Carmen Gorriti will travel to Japan, accompanied by Mother Maria Cruz de la Rosa as my Delegate.
In Japan, they have three or four baptisms in almost all the main Festivals. In Kawasaki, the government has given them a house capable of accommodating 250 schoolgirls, who are admitted in groups. They already have about eighty of them, all non-believers and very much our own, who correspond with great interest to the formation they receive. They also run a school with more than five hundred girls, as well as a women's section in the Night school.
It is a blessing from God. The Sisters write with great enthusiasm. They are convinced that the present times are very suitable for the LIGHT of FAITH to enlighten those hearts, upright on the one hand, but obscured by the darkness of evil.
Entrusting my prayers for all those to whom it corresponds, I embrace you, your dear Mother, who loves you so much and remembers before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
Diosdada A. of the Heart of Jesús A.E.S.C.
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