165 Anniversary “Look at the origins to revitalize the future”.

ANEXO 2
FOUNDATION  IN AMERICA
Beyong the seas: Chronicle of a birth [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cf. Escrito por el Prof. Pablo Luciano Ivires, laico adoratriz, Pcia. de América.  Adaptación del mismo.-] 

1910-1914

 From the window of my soul, I see the Moon and its influence on you, I feel you are shaken by the winds, I hear your strength on the beach of my existence and as God said when creating you: "that's good".


Introducción 
The foundation of Sisters Adorers Handmaids of Blessed Sacrament and of Charity in the Argentine Republic, is inserted in the apogee of the construction of the new modern state, its arrival coincides with the celebration of the centenary of independence, on this occasion of which Mrs. María Luisa Reboredo, on behalf of the Commission of Ladies of the "Divine Heart", asked the Infanta Isabel de Borbón to intercede so that the  Congregation of Sisters Adorers be  found in Argentina.
[image: ]
Many were the adventures that the nuns had to face to start their work in our country. A foundation that was made concealing the true intention of the applicant, a community that came to a place that was seen as indifferent to the religion, and a Church willing to receive all those who came from Europe bringing winds of Catholic doctrine to ensure discipline and orthodoxy in these lands.

This paper reports the first four years of the first Adorers in Argentina:  Mother María Pura, Sr. Georgia de Jesús, Sr. Fidela del Sacramento, Sr. Fernandina de la Cruz, Sr. Veremunda de San José and Sr. Sinforosa de San José and the Daughter of the house  Pilar, who has been since the foundation of the first house outside the European continent until their "mandatory" transfer to  Buenos Aires  in the neighborhood, chronicling events and incidents that forced them to broaden their view of their MISSION in the new continent.

The Argentine Church of the “Centenary”

The Infanta Isabel de Borbón y Borbón arrived in an Argentina, inserted in an advanced modernization process, with a successful economic model and a thriving society. Its population had grown at the rate of the immigration flow. Nor was the Church the same as the previous century. By this time the process of Romanization was already underway and the triumphalist climate of the centenary did not distract her from her obsession with the de-Christianization of the society that she considered was undermining the country, to which Mons. Espinoza referred to as a "colossus supported by the muddy feet " and should be moralized (...)


[image: ]An example of the process described is that the same day of their arrival the nuns were presented to the Archbishop who received them with the greatest benevolence, as they themselves describe it, he was interested in the mission that brought them and received the letters of recommendation from “His Eminence. Cardinal Vives, Protector of the Institute, of the Rev.Superior General, etc”.
 Beyond the rules of courtesy typical of refined women who were the nuns and their hostesses, it is clear that there was an intention of "obedience to authority" by taking the newcomers to the archbishop's palace rather than to the house where they would live and work.

Solicitud and Foundation

According to the chronicle, The Adorers Foundation in Buenos Aires, was requested by a Commission of Ladies advised by the Jesuit priest Anselmo María Aguilar, who put as intercessor Infanta Isabel de Borbón, who visited Argentina for the Centenary festivities, with the idea that (the nuns) take charge of an Asylum-Workshop, dedicated to the Divine Heart, for needy or lost young people. This was to be the first time that the Adorers founded outside of Europe.

[image: Antigua foto postal del barco patricio de satru - Vendido en Venta Directa  - 19281005]The arrival in Buenos Aires occurred on November 25, 1910. Although that was only the beginning of the birth pains.

	The ocean liner "Patricio Satrústegui" entered the port in the midst of a great commotion due to the arrival of the Jesuits expelled from Portugal, but the ones who took the insults were the Adorers since the Jesuits travelled dressed as lay persons, they relate: “there in Montevideo, the rumor spread that they were preparing an uproar in Buenos Aires, because of the rally that was held  not to receive the Jesuit Fathers expelled from Portugal, for which reason, some Capuchin Friars landed in that port, and people who wanted to flee of the tumult. Nothing pleasant was expected on arrival; but God kept his Adorers, suffering only the taunts and whistles that the mob gave when they saw Religious…”.

	The ship entered ahead of time, so those who had to go look for them did not show up. Fortunately, a person entrusted by Fr. Aguilar, S.J., showed up to receive them in case any strange things occurred. That was a long day, from the arrival at 10 am in the morning until the night that they were able to arrive at the house destined to establish residence.
It is noteworthy that they were taken to the house of Mrs. María Luisa Pradere, President of the Commission that had requested them, who lived with some nuns, and that it was only there that the other members of the "group of ladies" were notified by telephone about the arrival of the Spanish nuns. Once they were all together, the tour of visits began:  First to the house of Mrs. Concepción Reboredo de Roca (sister of Mrs. President), then to the "archbishop's palace", later visited the Cathedral and return to the house of Mrs. Rock edge. After a drink, they visited the Colegio del Salvador to meet Fr. Aguilar S.J., on the recommendation of whom they were called to Argentina. Finally, to visit Fr. Juan Cherta, also a Jesuit, who was the director of the ladies' commission, at that time vicar in San José de Flores, the parish where the Adorers would go. Almost towards the end of the afternoon they arrived at the place of the “foundation”: 2539 Tramway Street (today Felipe Vallese).

The chronicle allows us to have a glimpse at what was the concept that the newcomers had of the country.
Upon entering the house where they would reside for the first time, they were amazed to see in the chapel that everything necessary for worship was new and they were amazed to find "such fervent souls in this country of indifference." Image, by the way, in all coincidence with that of a liberal society that persecuted the Church, cornered her in a hostile, impious and anticlerical world and that was stereotyped in the Catholic apologies of that time.
They finish the first day in Argentina and in the chronicle they state: “…when we found each other, they say, alone in a new world, among population and shelter home, there were moments of mute language between us, ending in a fraternal embrace, ready to spend in union and charity, both the joys and the sorrows that could happen to us in the successive ones: thus, in those moments of emotion and generous offer, we promised it to God Our Lord”.

The nuns quickly integrate into the place where they live, they frequent the nearby hospital (today Álvarez Hospital) which is attended by the Mercedarias, and where they attend Mass until, with great haste, and to their surprise, a Chaplain is named for them. Father Julian Ocerin, a Basque-French priest who travelled with them on the same ship.
Four days after being settled, they receive a visit from the Archbishop, at 8 in the morning! They indicate surprised in the chronicle, blessed the rooms and authorized the celebration of the Mass, which took place from December 1, and since the mass was celebrated daily they managed to get the permission of the reservation of the Blessed Sacrament a week later (December 7): " …it was a great joy for this little Community to have the King of Kings in their company”. A few days later the Superior of the Mercedarians was named as the confessor3.

This allows us to discover the interest of the Archbishop in having the presence of a religious congregation with a very good reputation in the Spanish Catholic world, which would also help the work of moralizing society and at the same time guarantee observance and obedience.  

The house was officially inaugurated and the asylum was blessed on December 10, the chronicle says:
“…the appointed day for the inauguration, which was the 10th of Our Lady of Loreto; but the Archbishop, having to attend the burial of a Minister, shifted it to the following day, December 11. The ladies were invited by card. Three o'clock in the afternoon was the appointed time; there was a great turnout, the Archbishop came with his relatives, the Cura Vicar of San José de Flores, Rdo. P. Juan Cherta S.J., Father Chaplain of the House and some other Priests. First of all, the archbishop blessed the Asylum, then he presented  himself to S.D.M., some prayers were recited, talk allusive to the act, Te Deum and Reservation fof the Blessed Sacrament. Later, in the garden, the Secretary read the Minutes, which were signed by all the attendees. After these ceremonies, they went on to take the refreshment, which had been prepared beforehand, served by the confectionery employees.

Life in Argentina

The birth in a new mission land seemed concretized, but the pains of the new birth  were not yet over. The events were taking place in a magnificent way in favour of the new foundation, so much so that they received an offer to found an Asylum in everything similar to the work of Adorers, by the Ladies of the Providence Workshop, who offered the nuns to take over of the asylum once the construction was finished, for which a new group of nuns had to come from Spain.

At the beginning of the Christmas novena, on December 17, they are invited by Mrs. President María Luisa Reboredo, they relate it as follows: “…we accompanied her to visit and meet Mrs. María Jáuregui de Pradere, donor of this House, as well as instructing him to acquire another adjoining piece of land, for when it would be convenient to expand the building, she received us so pleasantly and attentively, that she immediately agreed; eight days later, she had already bought it: it measures forty yards by ten, the entrance to this piece of land is on Stree  South América”.

After being two months in Argentina, a prominent future was envisioned, “on December 31, the first girl at the center was received, recommended by Mrs. María Jáuregui de Pradere, she was named María Luján, after the Blessed Virgin, Patron Saint of Argentina. The work was underway.
But during the month of January 1911 came the first difficulties of what would be a long struggle to carry out this work in Argentina.

	At the beginning of 1911, the chronicle relates: “…Not a month had passed, when Mrs. Luisa Reboredo appeared with some writings, leaving them for us to find out: they revealed the idea that the good Lady had been pursuing for forty years, of protecting young women who are pregnant, so that by dishonoring them, they do not commit infanticide. She wanted us to be in charge of this section, something so contrary to the Rules of the Institute. We were  disappointed to hear that we have never dealt with such an improper matter for Religious”.

This fatal disagreement precipitated a series of reactions in two directions, first within the Commission of Ladies who had brought the nuns, since as a result of this conflict they learned that the Archbishop had warned Mrs. María Luisa that this work was not of the Adorers and that he would not allow there to be sisters in charge of an Asylum of that nature, so some decided to distance themselves from said commission. And on the other hand, it posed a problem for the nuns because they found themselves mixed up in a situation that had not been clear from the beginning and with the obligation to fulfill a four-year contract in that house.
As will be understood, the situation changed radically. Mrs. María Luisa's anger was such that she began to withhold aid to meet the expenses  (...)
The community was supported in these days by the help, particularly of two of the young women who had ceased to belong to the commission, “The young ladies. María Avalle and María Bereterbide, who continually visited and protected us, one with abundant provisions, and the other, providing subscriptions”.

	Even the anger of the president is felt when the nuns receive attention from Mrs. de Ruiz Díaz, who belongs to the Commission, and encourages them not to lose heart, “she often sent gifts, and even paid for the trip on her own to the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Luján; that by the way they disapproved of the gift, saying he could have used that money for the benefit of the Commission's fund”.

	The conflict with the Commission that had made them travel from Spain grew due to the offer of Mr. Gonzalo Sáenz, who was Spanish and from La Rioja, says the chronicle, who proposed to address a Request to the Deliberative Council in favour of Asylum to obtain a donation of twenty thousand pesos, in order to expand the building, or a subsidy to help defray the expenses of the House. He was sure of getting it, since apparently the council, or some of its members, owed him important favors. This offer did not materialize since the president objected saying that "the Government is given the right, when donations are received from it, to interfere in the regime of the House".
	What had started with a great tailwind now seemed to be engulfed in a terrible hurricane. Things began to get complicated and reached the point of confrontation when the president and treasurer expressed their desire that the young asylum seekers (at this point there were five) work to cover the expenses, this angered the nuns and they arranged a meeting to deal with the issue. It is suggestive to read in the chronicle how this meeting unfolded: “…The President once again expressed that we were not completing her work, for not taking care of the girls who interested her so much, and that we spent so much and how much. They were told that with respect to spending, they could not complain, because it costs sixty-five cents, when the poorest worker spends one peso a day, just to eat. By insisting that the young women whom she wants to favor be in our care, she would have made her thoughts present to the Superior General, and we did not need so many expenses or sacrifices, which is very painful for us, and it is not child's play to cross the seas an entire Community: Think well, that for these poor girls there are already special places for them, or also some lay person can very well take charge, being there to protect them, after they are well. In this way, the first ones have protection; but not the second ones, that is, the lost ones, and it is not a small task that is done with these. The president already understands it; but she is obsessed with the ideal that, according to what she says, she pursues”(…).

However, not everything was going badly. Before the first month of arrivals, the same Fr. Aguilar who had recommended them told them that there was a lady who wanted to found an Asylum “similar to ours”. Without delay, the nuns contacted Mrs. Cornelia Rodríguez de Aramburu, who was the president of the Ladies' Association of the Providence Workshop, and discovered with great joy that her idea was in every way the same as the work carried out by the Adorers, showed them the plans of the building under construction and asked them to contact the Vicar General of Buenos Aires, Msgr. Perazo, for the greater safety of the nuns (...)
On November 25, 1911 was the first anniversary of the arrival in Argentina, the ladies of the commission sent a cake along with a note indicating that they would all come to visit them, only the president and treasurer came at the last minute and only at the “thanksgiving manifesto function”.
Meanwhile, the possible foundation of a second house also came into doubt since Fr. Aguilar, after having introduced the Adorers, insisted that this house be given to the Carmelites Tertiary, where he has a niece, so that they could found in Argentina (...)
The New Year also brought new news. The Association of Ladies of Providence with its director, Msgr. Perazo, communicated that the sisters from Spain could come to take charge of the Asilo de Santa Celina in May. The sisters insisted to the Superior General, Rda. Mother Guadalupe de Jesús, so that she would send the new community as soon as she received the request.

They embarked on May 3, 1912 and arrived on the 25th of the same month. They were received by the Adorers at the Asylum. They recount the meeting in a very effusive way “On May 25, 1912, the eve of Pentecost, our dearest Sisters entered the House, embracing them with joy and effusion. Directly, joyful all, we entered the Chapel, to give thanks to God, praying the Te Deum for having them already among us, to work, suffer and enjoy together in Argentina, where our Work is so necessary, for the salvation of souls " . There they remained sharing until May 31, the date on which the new community left to settle at 2912 Federico Lacroze Street.

The "second house" was inaugurated on June 15 and was quickly put into operation in "full compliance, according to rules and regulations." But, like the first house, it would soon have to face problems since the commission of the “Santa Celina” Asylum did not have much money, they tried to charge some fee to the internal and external ones of an evening school that they opened. The nuns warned them that they could not accept that, because it is contrary to their Statutes and reminded them that “...From the moment they asked for our cooperation to run the Asylum, they were told very clearly, that Our Venerable Mother Foundress left us this in writing. , and it is practiced throughout the Institute” (…)
This last tribulation left the sisters very upset, so much so that they decided to go to the Archbishop (...) The meeting with Mons. Espinoza clearly shows the interest of the Archbishop that the Adorers remain in Buenos Aires and on the other hand to what extent ecclesial centralism had been strengthened. This is clear from the story of the chronicle: “…he was interested in our favour, receiving us as a true Father, advising us to continue calmly in our work, that he would tell that Lady to treat us better, she was obliged to respect the contract that was held for four years, adding, and if in that interval something advantageous for you happens... Who knows? Only God" (…)
After this, the sisters realized that they should start looking for a way to rent on their own in another place since they would not have to leave the Asilo Santa Celina for a long time (...)
On May 31, another seven sisters arrived from Spain in order to strengthen the two communities.
To complete the panorama, on August 27, 1914, Mrs. María Luisa Reboredo sent a communication in which she indicated to the nuns that since they could not fulfil their desire to attend to the main work of the Asylum (maternity), the Commission had decided not to renew their contract, and that from now on other nuns would carry it out.

This precipitated the search for a house according to the purpose of the Institute. They finally found one at 2689 Araoz Street that conformed to what was necessary and "was relatively cheap, four hundred pesos a month," says the chronicle.
Neither of the two houses "under Commissions" could be continued since they impeded the work of the nuns or tried to make them go beyond what was stipulated in their Constitutions and Regulations. It is noteworthy that at no time did they consider returning to Spain, but rather they sought a way to remain in the country, which, moreover, they understood needed the presence and work of the Adorers (...)

Conclusion
Every birth is a celebration for those of us who have faith because it reminds us of the Christmas of the Son of God. Hanna Arendt in The Human Condition (Paidós, Barcelona 1993), tells us that the two fundamental contributions of Christianity to human culture have been the discovery of the infinite value of each birth and the capacity for forgiveness, knowing deep down that both traits are linked. In this story that we present, we discover these dimensions in the foundation of the Adorers in Argentina.

Women who suffered not only for being foreigners in a country that received them with jeers, but who found themselves prisoners of a contract that they had to fulfil and that they did not want, those same people who made them leave their homeland.
However, we see how they were able to find solutions to the problems that were appearing and, ultimately, struggling to make this new birth, gain strength and launch into life. They did not achieve it alone, the Church in Argentina, pushed by the historical moment in which it found itself, helped them and even relied on them to carry out their Work.
And so, those women who fearfully arrived in "this country of indifference" soon knew how to earn a place that endures to this day in the Church and in Argentine society.
From this first foundation we spread to other places and that is how we arrived in Santiago de Chile (January 11, 1919).
Then to Sucre-Bolivia (April 16, 1926) with the participation of sisters from Argentina, Chile and Spain.
At the initiative of the Msgr Nuncio of Venezuela, we arrived in Caracas (December 11, 1927) from Spain.
From Caracas we went to explore Medellín (Colombia) and then Bogotá. Specifying the foundation with sisters who come from Spain and one from Venezuela (February 10, 1929).
We arrived in the Dominican Republic (July 19, 1986).
And to mark   the 500 years of Evangelization in America (August 5, 1989).
The sisters from Bolivia arrive in Peru (January 29, 1999).
Our foundation in Brazil was inspired by the General Chapter of 2005, to commemorate the 150 years of life of the Congregation.
With the desire to make the dream of Santa María Micaela come true and to celebrate the beatification of our Martyrs, from the Dominican Republic, we arrived at Los Palacios, Pinar del Rio-Cuba (November 25, 2007) with the aim of accompanying the women in the different situations of vulnerability. Since the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the sisters of the Dominican Republic feel questioned and today we already have a presence there.
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